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Local 
residents, 

and
project users, Freda and
R

obert D
uncan recently

approached the C
apacity

B
uilding Project to start

up a com
puter club that

w
ill give local people the

chance to com
e together

and 
m

eet 
w

ith 
other

com
puter users to try out new

 softw
are, catch up on new

s
and do som

e problem
 solving ... A

t C
B

P
w

e think this is a
great idea, so w

e’ll em
ploy a ‘techy’to be there for the first

few
 m

eetings, and if enough people are interested, w
e can

see w
here things w

ill go from
 there. A

t the sam
e tim

e the
new

 H
ays 2 business centre is reserving a w

hole floor to
the developm

ent of a new
 com

puter suite. W
e hope to run

som
e of our courses along there and are looking for people

to help decide how
 that space w

ill be run.
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FOUNDATIONS

S
eason’s G

reetings
from the 

C
apacity B

uilding
P

roject
W

h
y n

o
t start th

e N
ew

 Year o
u

t rig
h

t b
y

b
eco

m
in

g
 a m

em
b

er to
d

ay. A
ll yo

u
 h

ave
to

 d
o

 is sig
n

 u
p

 ... 
call 6

6
1

 0
2

0
0

 fo
r m

o
re in

fo
rm

atio
n

.
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C

om
m

unity C
om

m
unications

N
etw

ork
w

ill be the nam
e of the proposed new

state 
of 

the 
art 

inform
ation 

and 
com

m
unications

technology centre at the new
 H

ays 2.  A
ll going w

ell, the
centre should open its doors to local residents next spring.  
A

s w
ell as com

puting facilities and internet access, the
centre w

ill act as a hub for European inform
ation and offer

certificated training courses.  It w
ill be aim

ed prim
arily,

but not exclusively, at the younger age group. 
The new

 centre is supported by a partnership of local
organisations including the C

apacity B
uilding Project,

C
afé K

, the C
raigm

illar C
hronicle, the C

raigm
illar

European Program
m

e, C
raigm

illar Partnership and C
astle

R
ock.
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The recently-form

ed C
raigm

illar Future Society has been
given a seasonally frosty reception by the local com

m
unity

w
hich has reacted angrily to a num

ber of com
m

ents issued
by the society during its launch. R

esidents and w
orkers

w
ere particularly aggrieved at com

m
ents describing

C
raigm

illar as little m
ore than a hom

e for the drugs trade,
suggesting the w

holesale housing regeneration program
m

e
is a w

aste of tim
e and the com

m
unity w

as controlled by a
ruling 'cabal' w

hich spent m
ost of its tim

e and m
ade m

ost
of its decisions sitting in pubs and
restaurants!
In response to these controversial
claim

s the new
 group has been

roundly censured by C
raigm

illar
C

om
m

unity 
C

ouncil 
and

C
raigm

illar C
om

m
unity R

egeneration Forum
, both of

w
hich are form

ally recognised as the representative bodies
for the com

m
unity. B

oth unanim
ously endorsed m

otions
w

holeheartedly condem
ning the com

m
ents m

ade by
C

raigm
illar C

om
m

unity Inform
ation Service m

anager,
A

ndrew
 M

cD
onald. In view

 of the apparent conflict arising
from

 his directorship of the new
 society w

hich condem
ns

local regeneration efforts, and his m
anagerial position

w
ithin a SIP-funded organisation charged w

ith m
aking a

positive 
contribution 

to 
local

regeneration, 
the 

m
otions 

also
request 

that 
the 

Partnership
im

m
ediately 

review
s 

its 
funding

arrangem
ents w

ith the project. 

Just a w
ee rem

inder - w
e still have office space available

for rent on the top floor of the com
m

unity centre. There are
tw

o separate office room
s, kitchen and toilet/show

er room
and am

ple storage. Tenants w
ould also benefit from

priority access to other m
eeting facilities in the centre. 

The room
s are available for im

m
ediate use and are ideally

suited to the needs of a sm
all to m

edium
 sized organisation

w
ith four or five staff or volunteers. G

ive us a call if you'd
like to see w

hat's available or to discuss details.

ROOM
 AT THE TOP

Check out the website:www.craigm
illarcapacitybuilding.org

D iRECTORYUPDATE
W

e have been busy updating the C
raigm

illar
D

irectory. W
e have been asking you all to send us

updates - please try and get changes to us before
M

onday 10th January. 
The D

irectory is available on line at the C
apacity

B
uilding Project w

ebsite, w
here you can dow

nload
and print off your ow

n copy onto A
4 paper. G

o to
the resources page and click on directory list: 
w

w
w

.craigm
illarcapacitybuilding.org/resources 

If you don’t have access to the internet w
e can print

off a copy for you. Just call the C
B

P
on 661 0200.

A W
elcom

ing Com
m

unity . . . 
C

raigm
illar is becom

ing a m
ore and m

ore international com
m

unity, but do w
e know

 our new
 neighbours?

do they know
 us? In G

orgie/D
alry they have been running a w

elcom
ing group, w

ith E
nglish classes, craft

w
orkshops and talks about different cultures. T

here have recently been som
e suggestions that it w

ould be
good to run som

ething like this in C
raigm

illar. If you w
ould be interested in taking part or volunteering to

help get this set up, please contact C
laire on 661 0200 or Sue on 661 7463.

Drivers needed . . .
Still m

ore drivers are needed for a variety of projects locally - especially the East Edinburgh O
lder People’s Forum

. If
you could spare just one Friday afternoon a m

onth to drive a m
inibus please get in touch w

ith Stacey on 661 0200. A
ll

you need is a full driving license and to be w
illing to attend m

inibus driving training w
hich w

e w
ill pay for.

PUBLIC
DISPLAYS

D
on

’t forg
et th

at you
 can

 u
se th

e
display boards arou

n
d C

raig
m

illar ...
fin

d som
eon

e w
h

o can
 pain

t you
 a

sig
n

, decide w
h

at you
 w

an
t it to say,

an
d call th

e C
BP to book th

e space.
O

rg
an

isation
s, w

h
o can

 afford it, are
asked to m

ake a don
ation

 for th
e

u
pkeep of th

e boards.

Arty Farty? . . . 
If you have any arts or crafts skills, your skills w

ould be m
ore than w

elcom
e at C

raigm
illar C

om
m

unity A
rts. C

ontact
M

ike G
reenlaw

 on 661 0200 for m
ore inform

ation about how
 you could volunteer in the arts.

Com
puter Literate?

If you are, then m
aybe you w

ould like to join the new
 com

puter club and add som
e of your expertise to the group.

Back 
on Track

The 
C

raigm
illar 

Joint 
Venture

C
om

pany is finally ready to get started w
ith its am

bitious
project to regenerate the area over the next fifteen years. 
The JV

C
 can now

 begin w
ork on a w

hole range of fronts,
including:
o

the U
rban D

esign Fram
ew

ork
o

300 housing units at W
auchope Square

o
the feasibility study on C

airntow
s Park

o
cleaning up parts of N

iddrie M
ains R

oad
o

setting up research groups w
ith the com

m
unity

G
eneral M

anager, R
egeneration, John Q

uinn said, 'This is
an exciting tim

e I believe for the people of C
raigm

illar, for
the people of Edinburgh and for ourselves as a com

pany'.

CC
om

puter
C

lu bb

C
om

m
unity R

eps view
 successful housing regeneration



Party with the Provost
T

he E
ast E

dinburgh O
lder

People’s Forum
 is ten m

onths old now
, and to

celebrate they had a big C
hristm

as party to thank everyone w
ho has

volunteered w
ith and supported the Forum

. 
T

he L
ady Provost w

as invited dow
n to see the good w

ork that is being
done, and to m

eet and speak w
ith m

em
bers. M

ary Tully w
ho, at 90 years

old, is the oldest forum
 m

em
ber, presented the L

ady Provost w
ith flow

ers
and M

ary in turn w
as presented w

ith flow
ers by L

ady Provost.

DOBRE, DOBRE, DOBRE (good x3)
R

ecently the C
raigm

illar European Program
m

e set up a study visit to
Poland. The purpose of the visit w

as to see if w
e could set up an exchange

betw
een young people in the tow

n of Zam
osc and C

raigm
illar. W

e visited
a training school set up to train young people betw

een the ages of 14 and
21 in trade skills. The highlight of the visit w

as an inform
al talk w

ith the
young people them

selves w
ho w

anted to know
 about young people and

the services provided for them
 in C

raigm
illar. 

W
e 

all 
felt 

that 
there 

is 
a 

real
opportunity here for young people and
youth 

w
orkers 

in 
C

raigm
illar 

and
Zam

osc 
to 

learn 
from

 
each 

other,
develop new

 skills and learn about
another culture. Lots of friends w

ere
m

ade and em
ails exchanged. W

e w
ere

m
ade very w

elcom
e and look forw

ard
to putting in the w

ork needed to ensure
the visit is fruitful for both C

raigm
illar

and Zam
osc.

Foundations
Foundations 'MINER'

DIFFICULTIES
The C

apacity B
uilding Project recently

produced a short report on behalf of the
N

ew
craighall M

iners C
lub. The purpose of

the report w
as to highlight the im

portance of
the club as the only significant com

m
unity

asset in N
ew

craighall village, despite the
fact 

that 
it 

is 
experiencing 

financial
difficulties w

hich threaten its future survival.
It is hoped that the report can m

ake the case
for som

e form
 of assistance and stim

ulate
higher level discussions aim

ed at finding
solutions to the current problem

s. For alm
ost

80 years now
 the club has been the social

focus for people from
 N

ew
craighall, and

beyond, and w
e w

ere happy to produce the
report 

as 
the 

first 
stage 

in 
hopefully

reversing its fortunes. 

C
apacity B

uilding w
as able to support a

project by Edinburgh C
ity C

ouncil recently
by recruiting seven local people to carry out
a consultation about the future of C

raigm
illar

C
astle Park.

The local recruits w
ere trained by Scottish

Participatory 
Initiatives 

w
ho 

w
ere

com
m

issioned 
by 

the 
council 

to 
do 

a
consultation about proposed im

provem
ents

to be m
ade to the park. 

D
uring four days of w

alking the streets of
C

raigm
illar and the Inch, these local recruits

collected opinions from
 over 500 people.

The long-anticipated m
ove for the C

redit
U

nion recently took a m
ajor step forw

ard,
w

ith 
full 

planning 
perm

ission 
being

granted for the conversion of the form
er

Lucas' ice cream
 shop on N

iddrie M
ains

R
oad.

The w
ay is now

 clear for the shop to be
fully renovated and kitted out by the new
ow

ners, ED
I, in tim

e for reopening as
C

raigm
illar C

redit U
nion early next year.

The new
 prem

ises w
ill prove a great new

asset for the credit union and its m
em

bers
- current and future.  Everyone involved
w

ith the credit union is excited about this
positive 

m
ove. 

M
argaret 

Evans,
D

evelopm
ent O

fficer, said "This w
ill be

the culm
ination of a lot of hard w

ork by a
lot of people. From

 the very beginning the
credit union recognised the need one day
for this to happen and now

 that it's alm
ost

a reality w
e can't w

ait to get in and get
open. W

e're sure all our m
em

bers w
ill be

very im
pressed w

ith w
hat they see". Find

out m
ore from

 M
argaret on 661 9942.   

PARK
PREFERENCE

Any Questions?
Thirteen local w

orkers and activists visited the Scottish Parliam
ent on

Thursday 13 N
ovem

ber.  The visit, organised by the C
B

P, w
as hosted by

local M
SP, Susan D

eacon, Parliam
entary A

ssistant, A
nn H

enderson and
C

onstituency A
ssistant, A

nne D
avies.

First on the agenda w
as First M

inister's Q
uestions and the C

raigm
illar

delegation had front row
 seats as Jack M

cC
onnell fielded questions from

M
essrs. Sw

inney, M
cLetchie, Sheridan et al.

N
ext up w

as a m
eeting w

ith Susan and staff.  Susan answ
ered a variety of

questions on how
 the Parliam

ent w
orks and on w

hat it has achieved so far.
A

fter lunch in the canteen, the group w
ere then back in the cham

ber for
Executive Q

uestions.  This tim
e, M

inisters dealt w
ith a num

ber of
questions on a w

ide range of issues.
Everyone w

ho took part agreed that the day had been a learning
experience and they all thanked Susan, A

nn and A
nne for m

aking it such
a success.

Local Council
C

raigm
illar 

C
om

m
unity 

C
ouncil

continues to play an im
portant role in the

regeneration process in C
raigm

illar. Its
regular m

eetings give m
em

bers a chance
to receive updates and discuss current
local issues such as housing, transport,
com

m
unity safety, and so on. 

D
espite 

having 
to 

tackle 
som

etim
es

contentious issues, the council, w
hich has

tw
o seats on the SIP

B
oard of D

irectors,
has consolidated its recognised position as
a key consultative body over m

atters
concerning the area and its residents. N

ow
in its second term

, the council com
prises

16 
elected 

individuals 
and 

up 
to 

8
affiliated 

local 
organisations, 

and 
is

sponsored by the C
ity C

ouncil through its
city-w

ide 
Schem

e 
for 

C
om

m
unity

C
ouncils. 

You can see m
ore inform

ation about all of
Edinburgh's com

m
unity councils on their

'C
A

Pinfo' w
ebsite.

Top Shop!

The C
apacity B

uilding Project are still supporting the Youth Service
Providers’Forum

 (Y
SPF) w

hich is proving to be a place for dynam
ic

new
 ideas to develop. A

bout three m
onths ago a subgroup w

as form
ed

to look at creating a streetw
ork project in the area. In record tim

e the
idea has becom

e a reality w
ith a new

 project called ‘O
ot ‘n’A

boot’.
O

ot ‘n’A
boot w

orks alongside young people on
the streets of C

raigm
illar. They m

eet w
ith young

people and get to know
 them

, their hopes, dream
s,

issues and concerns and assist them
 in m

aking
changes for them

selves and their com
m

unity.
A

nother subgroup w
as form

ed to continue the w
ork w

hich started w
ith

the youth conference looking at how
 to get sustained involvem

ent from
young people in decision m

aking processses in the area.
The latest area of w

ork that Y
SPF w

ill look at is young people being
excluded from

 school. A
great deal of debate and, m

ore im
portantly,

action to look at this spiralling problem
 is required urgently. A

subgroup w
ill be form

ed from
 Y

SPF to w
ork in partnership w

ith staff
from

 the local schools.

ACTIONFORYOUNGPEOPLE

O
ver the past few

 years the C
apacity B

uilding Project has run a series
of certificated courses that help people develop their career prospects,
access em

ploym
ent opportunities, encourage personal developm

ent
and enhance com

m
unity involvem

ent. A
lthough w

e run a w
ide variety

of courses and w
orkshops ranging from

 half-day to w
eek-long training,

this top ten of certificated courses show
s how

 m
any people also get

recognised for their im
proved skills:

1   - First A
id - 51

2   - EC
D

L
- 45

3   - C
hild Protection  - 41

4   - Food H
ygiene - 40

5   - M
ID

A
S M

inibus Training-37

6   - SA
G

E B
ook K

eeping - 17
7   - W

elfare R
ights - 15

8   - C
ounselling - 11

9   - M
inute Taking - 10

10 - A
C

T
Foundation - 8

TOP OFTHECOURSES

Naturally Confused 
A

s m
any of you m

ay recall the C
B

P
held a Sem

inar last year to help
residents of N

ew
craighall and the surrounding areas to discuss the

potential of creating a nature reserve or biodiversity park on the land to
the east of the village.  
Since then a lot has been happening in the background and som

e recent
developm

ents have given us both cause for concern, but also reason for
som

e optim
ism

 that this project could com
e to fruition.  

Lets start w
ith optim

istic developm
ents first.  A

fter som
e w

eeks of
discussions, C

B
P

has m
anaged to get the G

reenbelt Trust to set aside
som

e m
oney to undertake a feasibility study in the com

m
unities

surrounding the proposed area.  This w
ill allow

 us to assess the level of
interest in the idea and get a better understanding of the type of things
that local folk w

ould like to see happening in the park. 
In term

s of concerning developm
ents, w

e have recently been inform
ed

that the Scottish Executive has overturned a C
ity C

ouncil planning
decision and given developers authority to construct houses on
greenbelt land at W

anton W
alls Farm

, a key historical site in the
proposed biodiversity park.  This is a real kick in the teeth to the local
com

m
unity, C

om
m

unity C
ouncil and the C

ity C
ouncil Planning

C
om

m
ittee, w

ho all unanim
ously opposed this developm

ent.  So m
uch

for involving com
m

unities in the planning process.


